
Students and their families decorated their cars for a Serpentine through town. Photo by Grace Wentzel

Class of 2020 Celebrates Historic Graduation 
By Maya Dow

As the graduates drove by 
(wearing masks) in the ser-

pentine and spectators tuned into 
89.3 FM at the Drive-In Theater, 
one thing was for certain: this 
was not your average graduation. 
There was no McCurdy Pavilion, 
walking across the stage, or con-
gratulatory hugging. However, 
as with everything, the class of 
2020 persisted, and managed to 
pull off one of the most unique 
ceremonies in PTHS history.

“This class is home to some of 
the hardest working and genuinely 
kind people I’ve ever met,” Louis 
Babik said in his salutatorian 
speech, before skillfully using a 
lego-building analogy to describe 

the perseverance and grit that 
he felt his fellow graduates will 
show as they continue in life. This 
seemed to be a common theme 
throughout many speeches, that 
though the times are anything but 
certain at the moment, the class 
of 2020 would use these struggles 
as fuel to become stronger people 
and make change. Or, in other 
words, they’ll “jam that jam,” as 

Lou so eloquently put it, citing the 
Marvel character Hulk’s tattoo. 

Faculty elected speaker Orion 
Pendley spoke passionately about 
the moment we are living through 
right now, with the Black Lives 
Matter protests and the current 
examination of white privilege, 
racism, and police brutality in our 
country. “We are the architects of 
our future,” he remarked, when 

describing how the very founda-
tions of much of our society are 
rotting out, and how the class of 
2020 would be the activists of the 
present and future.

Karen Absher, also a faculty 
speaker, tapped into the pandemic 
experience as well in her speech. 
“I would have walked the halls a 
little differently,” she said, if she 
had known that her last day at 
school was March 16th. Perhaps, 
more than anything, this got to the 
heart of the matter. This ceremony 
was the first time the class of 2020 
had been together in months, and 
very well could be the last.

As Torianna Minihann beauti-
fully sang “The House that Built 
Me,” or Kincaid Gould, the 
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The Redhawk Review fully supports the 

Black Lives Matter 
movement. We stand in solidarity with people 
of color combatting police violence and 
racial injustice in our community and nation.



Growing up a Redhawk
Advice and Reflection

By Briana Martin

My favorite thing about liv-
ing in Port Townsend and 

being a Redhawk is probably the 
sense of community I feel walk-
ing down my hometown streets. 
Even at school I can walk down 
the halls and be able to say hello 
to everyone by name. A lot of the 
time we take for granted where 
we are raised because we think 
it’s boring there’s not enough to 
do in “such a small town” but 
I’m so thankful I got to live my 
childhood in Port Townsend and 
I know I’m blessed to have gone 
through Port Townsend School 
District. Our school focused on 
things like climate change and 
human rights by supporting us to 
participate in things like protests 
to beg law-makers to help protect 
our planet. It’s taught us we can 
make a change.

My advice for the next upper-

classmen at Port Townsend High 
School is enjoy yourself and don’t 
be afraid to laugh at yourself. You 
won’t be remembered for the 
clothing you wear or your $300 
shoes, (unless you got some nice 
crocs), you’ll be remembered for 
how you treated your classmates 
and your teachers.     

If I could go back and do it 
all over again, I’d probably do a 
lot of the same things, but I also 
would have done theater. My 
biggest regret is not doing any of 
the plays in highschool. I really 
enjoy acting and performing, but 
every time one of the plays would 
come around I would tell myself 
that I’d do the next one. I never 
got around to it.

 Currently I’m 18, I work at Sea 
Js Cafe, and I have my own house 
with my partner Yanni and my 
dog Odie. I have lots of different 
passions like doula work, and 
working with children and people 

with special needs. I’ve always 
dreamed of being a hairdresser, 
one day having my own elderly 
animal rescue, or being a movie 
star. I’m not exactly sure which 
one of those passions I may 
pursue, maybe all of them, but I 
hope to move to Oregon possibly 
in the next year or so. 

I hope that when I come back 
for the 10 year reunion I will be 
the owner of my very own house, 
I hope that I will be successful in 
whichever career I choose, and I 
hope I will have started my own 
family.

If there was a trait I’d like to 
pass on to the class below me 
it would probably be to talk to 
everyone; freshmen, sopho-
mores, juniors, and seniors, and 
be nice to everyone. Give the 
students with special needs a 
high-five or hug or even a smile 
and wave. Talk to your teachers 
and ask them how their days have 

been.  Thank the custodians and 
help them out when you can 
because they work so hard. It 
takes 5 seconds of your day to 
make someone feel noticed and 
loved, so make sure everyone 
feels noticed, loved and accepted. 

My favorite memory about 
being a  Redhawk would 
probably have to be Spirit week 
all throughout high school and 
homecoming week. I know 
it’s cliche, but I will always 
remember sophomore year when 
my boyfriend Yanni and I won 
homecoming princess and prince 
and when my best friend Nae Nae 
was crowned queen our senior 
year. Even though as the Class 
of 2020 we didn’t win a lot, I’ll 
remember how much fun we had 
goofing off. 

*Briana Martin offered to 
provide more in depth responses 
to our interview questions, and her 
responses are compiled here. 

Members of the class of 2020 performing their lip sync dance as sophomores. Photo contributed by Briana Martin



Honoring Our Roots: Where It All Began
By Julia Neville

There comes a distinguishable point in 
every relationship, family, community, and 
even every graduating class, when even the 
most withdrawn of strangers become familiar 
to and loved by one another. As the gradu-
ating class surveys Port Townsend one last 
time before bidding their final goodbyes, 
it’s important for them--and us all--to appre-
ciate the individuals who spent tireless hours 
helping them get here. Now that they’ve 
arrived in 2020, the time has come to honor 
their roots, whether it be as students or simply 
as people. The educators in their lives have 
shaped them imperceptibly. While they 
may not have a clear recollection of every 
biological relationship or math sequence they 
have learned, they will, by default, remember 
what counts. 

Melinda Schroeder and Leslie Shively, 
English and Social Studies teachers at Blue 
Heron Middle School, are just two of the 
teachers whose tenacious work and efforts 

have shaped the graduating class of 2020 into 
what it has become. Many of the memories 
both teachers hold closely involve particular 
students, one dynamic duo being the Dewyse 
twins. Ms. Schroeder remembers the twins 
for their “diverse personalities,” while 
Ms. Shively recollects how she “enjoyed 
joking around and talking about soccer with 
Silas and Trillium Dewyse.” The fondness 
between the twins and their teachers was 
not one-sided. Hearing from Silas himself, 
“I’ve always had a stutter. I had one moment 
in Ms. Schroeder’s class that I distinctly 
remember, where I was giving a presentation 
and I stuttered the worst I have ever stuttered 
for five to seven minutes straight. After that, 
Ms. Schroeder talked to me, and I became a 
much better speaker. Ms. Shively gave me a 
root to express my creative side, while doing 
projects on topics I actually enjoyed… They 
both helped me by not treating me like I was 
a young middle schooler and would give me 
a little freedom to do my own thing. I’m glad 
they put so much trust in me,” he articulated. 

Another student was Mackenzie Lake, 
whom both teachers enjoyed teaching and 
growing close with over the years. “In middle 
school,” Kenzie began, “it was really hard 
for me to be social because it was really hard 
being myself. Not only did Ms. Shively and 
Ms. Schroeder help me with our hour-long 
conversations, Ms. Manning really helped 
me as well.” With their unceasing support and 
assistance, “the transition from Blue Heron 
to Port Townsend High School made me 
realize that change is good. Change is scary, 
but change is good. There are people that will 
help you become who you are without your 
realizing it-- and probably not the people you 
expect,” she finished. 

Wesley Blue was referenced as well, and 
was willing to offer insight into his own 
background during his transition from the 
middle to high school. “In my eighth grade 
year, I was living a child’s life, racing through 
ideas of what I would make for myself in high 
school. When I was a freshman, the class of 

Dear Class of 2020
By Karen Absher

For those unaware, my 
name is Karen Absher and I am 
Port Townsend High School’s 
Faculty Selected Class Speaker. 
Apparently one of my qualifica-
tions for this task was my impec-
cable sense of humor, so please 
laugh at any jokes I might throw 
your way. 

Dear Class of 2020, congratu-
lations. Though our senior year 
didn’t turn out as expected, we 
made it. Four years of blood, 
sweat, and a few too many tears 
has paid off as we prepare to say 
goodbye to Port Townsend High 
School. 

 Faced with the challenge of 
writing this speech I looked 
deep down to find a meaningful 
theme, and of course I settled on 
High School Musical 3: Senior 
Year. This masterpiece film 
really encapsulates the pinnacle 
high school experience. The 
perfectly choreographed dances, 
which we executed perfectly all 

four years of lip sync, the hard 
choices that we all face moving 
into the next stage in life, and 
the ability to come together as a 
class, especially in trying times. 
Now high school may have 
looked quite different in the halls 
of PTHS than of East High, but 
I’d like to think that both of our 
schools have a spirit of accep-
tance, community, and individ-
uality that sets us apart from the 
typical high school experience. 
We might live in our own little 
bubble here in Port Townsend, 
but it’s a pretty nice bubble 
to be in. Coming to PTHS as a 
new student my freshman year, 
I quickly found my footing in an 
environment that welcomed me 
with open arms, helped foster 
new friendships, and educated me 
in both life and academia. 

As the class of 2020, we lost out 
on many of the novelties of senior 
year.  We didn’t get our prom, or 
the dozens of promposals that 
were surely coming my way, we 
didn’t pull a senior prank or have 

a class ditch day, but I think the 
biggest loss was we didn’t get to 
say goodbye. Had I known March 
16 was going to be the last real 
day, I would have walked the 
halls a little differently. I would 
have thanked my teachers for the 
dedication and care they have 
given to me and my education 
the last four years, I would have 
told my friends and classmates 
the impact they had made on me 
during my highschool career, and 
I would have taken a moment 
to appreciate the person I have 
become during my four years as a 
Port Townsend Redhawk. 

We started this journey as a 
group of kids, though we thought 
we were all pretty grown up 
then, and we are ending it as 
a fine looking group of young 
adults. As a class we have learned 
to persevere, to face the ever 
changing world, and roll with the 
punches. We changed in our class-
rooms for zoom waiting rooms, 
a prom dress for a pajama set, 
and a graduation ceremony for 

something reminiscent of a feature 
film, of which I’m obviously the 
main character.

Now this is the part of my 
speech where I say thank you. 
Thank you to the wonderful staff 
of Port Townsend high School. 
Thank you to my classmates and 
friends, who made high school 
about much more than learning 
to me. Thank you to my family 
who have supported me in times 
of triumph and defeat, and finally 
thank you to my teachers. Many of 
you have put in so much more than 
was required of you to instruct, 
mentor, and support both me and 
fellow students in our high school 
career. 

I’m not exactly sure how to end 
this speech as conclusions have 
never been my strong suit, but as 
Orrin Hatch said “Graduation is 
not the end; it’s the beginning”. 
And if I’m to add one more 
thing, just remember, we’re all 
in this together, because once a 
Redhawk, always a Redhawk.

Thank You. 

▼Continued on page 6



Senior Interviews
By Stella Jorgensen

In putting together this issue of the Redhawk Review, our goal has been to honor and recognize the achievements of the senior 
class and celebrate their transition from high school to the adult world. While we hope you enjoy hearing responses from 
teachers and faculty, a recap of senior achievements, and of course coverage of the unusual graduation ceremony, we wanted 
to give seniors the opportunity to be more directly included in this issue. We asked the senior class to share their memories, 
advice, and future dreams and plans, and you’ll find their responses throughout the following pages! We’ve kept all names 
as they were given in the survey responses, and some have been edited slightly for clarity. We’d like to thank those seniors 
who took the time to reflect upon and respond to these questions, and send in all their favorite photos. 
We congratulate the entire class of 2020 on all that you’ve accomplished in your time as Redhawks, and wish you the best as 
you move into your adult lives. Without further ado, please read, reminisce, and enjoy! 

- The Editor, and the Redhawk Review Staff
.........................................................................................................................................................

Q: What has been your 
favorite part of growing 
up in Port Townsend and 
being a Redhawk?

“Being a part of the soccer 
team.” - Roland

“The people I’ve grown up 
with and how close we’ve 
managed to stay over the 
years.” - Lilly Montgomery

“My favorite part was 
Everything, being able to go to 
classes and able to play football 
and baseball” - Bryan William 
Fenton

“Friends” - Beau Ramey

“The beauty of our town, the 
amazing teachers, and my friends.” - 
Louis Babik

“I’ve always enjoyed attending and 
being part of the Jefferson County 
Fair, and marching through the 
Rhododendron Grand Parade with 
the PTHS Band.” - Rachel Doan

 “The people I have connected 
with and the friends I’ve made”- 
Anonymous

“The community, the friends, and 
the beautiful nature surrounding 
our town.” - Keenan Chambers 

“Cross  Country.” - Nathan Cantrell

“My friends” - David Smith

“I had not grown up here, but when 
I had arrived in my junior year, I 
had noticed the incredibly safe 
and welcoming community that I 
enjoyed. I enjoyed the community 
and closeness of the students here. 

My favorite part of being a Redhawk 
is the amount of freedom for people 
to express themselves in any way 
they want and my growth here!” - 
Madison C.

Q: What advice do you have 
for underclassmen? If you had 
to start high school over, what 
would you do differently?

“Go to ocean/running start for a 
more flexible education” - Mya 

“Try really d**n hard sophomore 
year, and then the rest of high 
school is a breeze.” - Roland

“Do extracurriculars! They’ll keep 
you busy, provide distractions 
from stress, help you meet new 
people, and keep you active.” - Lilly 
Montgomery

“Turn it around and succeed, pursue 
high school.” - Bryan William Fenton

“Study.” -Beau Ramey

“I would work harder my 
freshman year.” - Louis Babik

“Get good grades and get 
into running start as soon as 
possible.” - Anonymous

“I would say be involved in 
as many things as you can,  
high school goes by really 
fast. High school offers a lot 
of opportunities that are 
not always available after 

school.” - Rachel Doan

“Do sports all 4 years and 
appreciate the education 

you’re getting for free.” - Anonymous

“Have fun man. I somehow made it 
through high school without trying 
too hard and I enjoyed it the whole 
way. I wouldn’t do it differently.” - 
Keenan Chambers

“Use your time wisely.” - Anonymous

“I would have tried harder in school 
in the first two years.” - Nathan 
Cantrell

“Build a schedule for studying and 
homework”- David Smith

“Go for the after school and 

extracurricular stuff. I say 
this because you’ll feel less 
accomplished when you’re at the 
final steps of being a senior, and 
will feel bad when you don’t take 
advantage of the space for growth 
and the possibility to meet others 
passionate about similar interests. 
You also feel confident knowing 
you are working on your intellect 
and strengths in some part of 
yourself. Also good memories from 
you working on something and 
feeling proud of accomplishments.” 
- Madison C. 

Q: What are your post 
graduation plans? Immediate or 
long term?

“Massage therapy.” - Mya 

“Gap year, then 4 years at Western.” 
- Roland

“I will be attending the Central 
Washington University Honors 
College in September.” - Lilly 
Montgomery

“Get a Job, then  go to College” - 
Bryan William Fenton

▼Continued on page 7

Painting the bench in the courtyard has been a 

long standing PTHS tradition.  

Photo contributed by Louis Babik)

Senior Lilly Montgomery fondly remembers her time spent on the swim 
team. Photo contributed by Lilly Montgomery



Spring Sports: A Reflection from Senior Athletes
By Madison Hess

One of the biggest losses among 
the many from school closures has 
been the cancellation of spring 
sports. To seniors especially, this 
has been devastating. While their 
last season has been cancelled, 
many are remembering the past 
years of sports with their teams. 
I asked a few students from the 
class of 2020 to share their experi-
ences from previous spring sport 
seasons, and share memories from 
their time as athletes within the PT 
School District. 

Since her freshman year, 
Mackenzie Lake  has grown 
phenomenally as an athlete and 
has been a committed member 
of the golf team. Both Lake and 
fellow teammate Jacob Madison 
attended state competitions their 
freshman, sophomore, and finally 
junior years.  Mackenzie shared 
her experiences, saying “Ever 
since freshman year, I’ve been 
playing golf with Jacob Madison 
and over the years we made a 
really strong bond and became 
best friends. We only had about 
five players on the team, and it 
grew to over ten by our junior 
and senior years. I will miss the 
team dinners after each match, 
and the rides home, where we 
laughed and played Quiplash 
on my Switch. Senior year was 
really tough because we had brand 
new coaches who I’ve also been 
taking lessons with since before 
they were my official coaches. I 
really appreciate those individuals 
and can’t thank them enough for 
helping Jacob and me throughout 
high school golf. I’d do anything 
to finish our last season and have 
one last ride to league, districts, 
and especially state. I’ve received 
so much support from my team, 
the members at the course, and the 
students and staff. I can’t thank 
them enough.

Dylan Tracer is another 2020 
graduate who was willing to 
share his high school athletic 
experience. Not only was Tracer 
on the track team, he also played 
football and was an avid wrestler 

for PTHS. While he was able to 
compete in fall and winter sports, 
losing the final season of his 
senior year was a huge loss. Here 
he recounts his experience on the 
track team, saying,

“In middle school I stopped 
playing baseball to run track and 
I loved it.  The joy of motivating 
myself to train harder was unlike 
any other sport I had done. You 
think a lot to yourself when you’re 
running in circles. My freshman 

year I went to state, getting an 
experience that not a lot of kids 
that age get. After that I was 
hooked! My favorite part about 
track was most definitely hurdle 
races. Gliding over barriers, trying 
to go as fast as I could, was a great 
thrill, and one that I enjoyed 
more than any other event. I’d 
recommend track to anybody 
with spare time because it is so 
flexible and accommodates those 
with busy schedules, (for example 

people who are doing Running 
Start), and also to people who like 
building a community with their 
teammates.”

While many senior athletes 
began their athletic careers in 
middle school or high school on 
Port Townsend teams, for some 
the legacy extends back even 
farther. For Silas Dewyse, soccer 
has been a lifelong experience, 
playing on the high school team 
with the same group he shares 
memories with from elementary 
school and before. Growing up 
and improving with this team 
for so long sharpens the sting of 
their stolen final season. He says, 
“Since my friends and I were little 
we have always been on the same 
soccer team. Our senior year was 
supposed to be the last season we 
played together.  Since we were 
about 7 or 8, the majority of this 
year’s team played for 10 years on 
the same club team. We developed 
together and always knew that 
senior season was supposed to be 
our year to show off what we have 
been working towards for 10+ 
years. It’s really difficult to not get 
that last chance to play in front of 
all the parents.” While their lost 
senior season has devastated the 
group of friends, Silas also recalls 
the years of good memories that 
preceded this pandemic. He 
recalls, “My favorite memories 
are from freshman year when we 
had a baller JV team that consisted 
of a group who all played club 
together. We tore it up and knew 
the years to come would be 
special. My other favorite memory 
was scoring a last minute goal 
against Bremerton to come back 
from 2-0 down. I’m really sad 
that I won’t be playing soccer 
anymore.” 

Losing their senior season 
has been a tough blow to these 
athletes, but we commend them 
for all they’ve brought to Port 
Townsend fields, tracks, golf 
courses, and stadiums. The legacy 
they leave will be remembered 
and carried forward by all the 
underclassmen they’ve influenced 
that follow in their footsteps.  

Mackenzie Lake and Jacob Madison pose after the first and only golf match 
they were able to compete in their senior season Photo by Dana Madison

Silas Dewyse and team members played soccer together long before they 
grew up to join the PTHS team, a fact that makes their bond as teammates 

even stronger. Photo by Sylvia Platt



A Message from Mr. Gaffney on 
Behalf of the Administration.

By River Kisler 

As the year draws to a close, it’s 
been difficult to acknowledge that 
for all of us, but most tragically 
the class of 2020, there will be no 
closure (at least not in the way we 
are used to) to mark this occasion. 
Graduating from high school, and 
the fanfare that usually accom-
panies it, has marked an important 
turning point in the lives of young 
adults for generations. It’s moments 
like graduations that add definition 
to our lives, and help us break up 
our existence into distinct periods 
of time that we can organize. 

The passage from high school to 
whatever lies next is particularly 
important, because it provides a 
sense of conclusion to adolescence, 
and celebrates the beginning of the 
next phase of life. There is no way 
to really replace this moment, given 
the circumstances. But we can try, 
which is why we have decided to 
devote this issue of the Redhawk 
Review to celebrating the class of 
2020. With that in mind, we asked 
the administration at our school what 
message they would like to impart 
to the senior class. Here’s what Mr. 
Gaffney had to say:

“Seniors – Hopefully someday 

we will all get the opportunity to 
say a real goodbye. One with hugs, 
handshakes, laughter, smiles, and 
even some tears. Until then, I wish 
all of you nothing but the best out of 
life. It is up to each of you to make 
the best of it. No other class will have 
the same story to tell which makes 
you unique. Embrace the times and 
continue to pursue your dreams and 
goals. It truly sucks to have the last 
few months of high school taken 
from you. Missing those last few 
lessons in class will not hurt you or 
your future plans. It is the time with 
friends and teammates that you will 
never get back. Losing those times 

is the worst part of all of this. If you 
live your life to the fullest from 
this point on, you will make many 
memories to replace those lost. Stay 
strong, stay safe, stay sane. Treasure 
all the good moments in life and let 
the bad times fade away. I miss all of 
you and look forward to seeing what 
you will become.”

Thank you to Mr. Gaffney for 
the kind and encouraging words. 
And seniors, as depressing as it is to 
miss the final months of senior year, 
at the very least you can come out 
of this knowing you lived through 
a monumentally important and 
unprecedented piece of history. 

The class of 2020 in their class t-shirts. Photo contributed by Briana Martin

2016 seniors and countless influ-
ences such as Ms. Shively, Ms. 
Manning, and Mr. Navin, set up 
an incredible legacy for me: they 
taught me that you didn’t have to 
be the most popular or athletic kid 
in the school, nor did you need the 
nicest things to be accepted. For 
me, that was a defining moment 

as to who I would become within 
those next four years.”

Whatever the fate of an 
individual may be, and whether 
it be the mentors represented 
directly in this article or those 
who are credited forever in the 
hearts of students, each and every 
educator savors the years in which 
they spend assisting students. 

Our teachers treasure, “getting 
to see critical thinking skills 
really come to fruition,” as Ms. 
Schroeder expressed, and, “the 
rich class discussions with the 
voices of Cosmo Crecca, Aidan 
Petta, and Jackson Tyler sharing 
their perspectives,” as Ms. Shively 
cited specifically. Above all, I 
speak for every teacher when I say 

it is a joy to watch students evolve 
and change, gravitating towards 
their interests and the people who 
understand them well and deeply. 
As Ms. Schroeder best puts it, 
“It’s always fun to watch [them] 
become these amazing people as 
they continue on throughout high 
school. They’ve become mature, 
strong young adults.”

▼Continued from page 3
Honoring our Roots, continued



“Work and then go to community 
college” - Beau Ramey

“Attend Willamette University in 
Oregon.” - Louis Babik

“Move away.” - Anonymous

“Next year, I plan to attend Peninsula 
College and eventually go to dental 
hygiene school, or pursue a career in 
the music industry.” - Rachel Doan

“To go to a 2 year community college 
and then transfer to a 4 year that 
has a piloting program so I can 
fulfill my dream to become a pilot.” - 
Anonymous

“None as of now because of 
Covid-19.” - Keenan Chambers

“Going to college.” - Nathan Cantrell

“Going to a tech school to learn 
audio design and music production” 
- David Smith

“I plan to go to Pima to become a 
vet technician and possibly get to 
work for a marine life rehabilitation 
center! I also will continue to create 
art and develop there.”- Madison C. 

Q: Where do you see yourself 
when you return to PT for your 
ten year reunion?

“I just do not know.” - Roland 

“I hope to have finished my 
education and have a job as either 

an English teacher or wildlife 
ecologist.” - Lilly Montgomery

“28 years old, and seeing it look 
different and reminding me of all 
the memories I had here.” - Brian 
William Fenton

“Hopefully I become an editor for 
audio.” - Beau Ramey

“Older, with more facial hair 
probably.” - Louis Babik

“Far away.” - Anonymous

“I hope to be a dental hygienist, or 
involved in the music industry.” - 
Rachel Doan

“Successful.” - Anonymous

 “I honestly have no idea. I’m just 
gonna enjoy the ride.” - Keenan 
Chambers

“In a Tesla.” - Nathan Cantrell

“I’ll let the world decide that” - David 
Smith

“I’m not sure, all of that is TBD. I 
know I will be heavily experienced 
in my intended field!” - Madison C. 

Q: If you could leave something 
behind for the classes following 
you what would it be? A trait, an 
object, something else?

“Probably both my books from 
bio, to make their sophomore year 
easier.” - Roland 

“The motivation to continue 
learning.” - Lilly Montgomery

“Some advice/tips posters or 

something.” - Louis Babik

“The traits of endurance, tolerance, 
and patience.” - Anonymous

“I would leave behind a message: 
Enjoy every day to the fullest, you 
never know what tomorrow will 
bring.” - Rachel 
Doan

“To always be 
humble.” - 
Anonymous

“The chill pill.” - 
Keenan Chambers

“A plaque with the 
year 2020 on it.” - 
Anonymous

“I would say I’d 
leave behind the 
trait of curiosity. I 
want there to be a drive to know 
more about the world and grow into 
a well rounded person that strives 
to continue to never stop learning. 
This way people feel more interested 
in being engaged and get the most 
out their time here at this awesome 
school!” - Madison C. 

Q: What are you most looking 
forward to in the next year?

“Graduating and getting away from 
this school.” - Mya 

“Traveling as much as possible.” - 
Roland 

“Moving to a larger community 
and beginning my post-secondary 
education!”- Lilly Montgomery

“Going to find a Job.” - Bryan William 
Fenton

“Meeting new people and 
challenging myself.” - Louis Babik

 “I look forward to spending time 
with family, and going on vacations.” 
- Rachel Doan

“Making money doing construction 
work for the union over the summer 
and going to college in the fall” - 
Anonymous

“Not 
being in high school.” - Keenan 
Chambers

“The horrible economy we’re 
graduating into.” - A

“College.” - Nathan Cantrell
▼Continued on page 9

Senior Interviews continued

While academics are most important in high school, snacks are a close 
second! Photo contributed by Louis Babik

▼Continued from page 4

Seniors on the Mock Trial team ended their season with an impressive win at 
districts. Photo contributed by Lilly Montgomery

Salutatorian Louis Babik shows off 

an impressive collection of glasses 

Photo Contributed by Louis Babik 

Seniors Trillium Dewyse, Nathan Cantrell, and Gabe Petrick (class of ‘19) pose after a Cross Country meet. Photo contributed by Nathan Cantrell



Fall and Winter Activities  
with the Class of 2020

Senior Dylan Tracer remembers his final football season to be a highlight of 
his senior year. Photo by Lisa Jensen

The Basketball team poses with a trophy following their third win of the season against Chimacum. Photo by Lisa Falge

By Melanie Bakin

T he Class of 2020’s end to 
their senior year has not 

turned out as expected. Grad-
uation was modified, prom 
turned into one via zoom, and 
spring sports seasons were cut 
short. However, the last stretch 
of their high school experience 
was unlike any other. The Class 
of 2020 won the homecoming 
assembly, flocked houses all 
around Port Townsend, and had 
unforgettable fall and winter 
sports and clubs seasons. 

The fall and winter seasons 
of the 2019-2020 school year 
finished before any of the 
corona madness happened. The 
Girl’s Soccer team expanded 
in popularity, allowing it to 
field both a varsity and junior 
varsity team, the Cross Country 
team had a very successful 
season winning four meets in a 
row, and the Girl’s Swim team 
continued their streak of sending 
multiple competitors to the 
state championships at the end 
of their season. Senior Dylan 
Tracer reflected back on the 
successes from his senior year 
football season, and called the 
PTHS football team  “comeback 
masters.” 

“The noise of our home 
crowd is what gave me the edge 
in those clutch moments.” He 
said this was his favorite part of 
football at Port Townsend. 

The moments that stand out 
in senior’s minds aren’t always 
the wins against rivals, but the 
memories and friendships they 
have made along the way. Senior 
Izzy Hammet’s favorite moment 
from volleyball was when she 
first walked into the gym. “It 
was such a positive energy and 
everyone had such a smile on 
their face!” Aidan Petta agreed 
with Izzy that the best part of 
his winter basketball season 

was the fact he got to, “spend 
that last year with my friends.” 
“The amount of team chemistry 
we had was unbelievable. 
Everyone got along and we were 
all really close,” Aidan said. The 
moments and memories seniors 
formed during their last sports 
seasons will be cherished, and 

reminisced about for years to 
come.

Clubs at Port Townsend 
High School also hold a special 
meaning for seniors. Students 
for Sustainabil i ty worked 
with the City Council to pass 
a single-use plastic straw ban, 
Knowledge Bowl and Mock 

Trial made it to the state compe-
titions, and the Theater Club put 
on a spectacular fall play. Senior 
Orion Pendley reflected on his 
final year in clubs: “It seemed 
like everyone was always having 
fun, without bogging themselves 
down in the work. We have 
exceptionally good natured 
teams and groups.  I’ve rarely 
seen the kind of controlling 
or angry competitiveness you 
sometimes see in the other 
teams.” The clubs at PTHS are 
filled with motivated kids who 
are led on by the seniors’ superb 
examples. 

After the Class of 2020’s 
exit from Port Townsend High 
School and onto the next phases 
of their lives, the clubs and 
sports will adapt and change 
with the next group of students, 
but the fall and winter seasons, 
filled with strong relationships 
and collections of memories for 
seniors and all others involved, 
will be remembered. 



valedictorian, sagely advised his 
classmates not to drink bleach 
or battery acid (or both together, 
according to his speech they 
don’t cancel out), the class of 
2020 took its last bow. Though 
they were within their separate 
cars, and though the graduation 

was anything but normal, the 
seniors got the ceremony, and 
the community celebration, they 
worked so hard for.

And best of all, you can bet 
that at their ten year reunion, that 
time when they graduated during 
a pandemic will be an amazing 
shared anecdote.

▼Continued from page 1

Grads, continued

“Not doing homework” - David Smith

“I am looking forward to starting 
my education towards my intended 
career!” - Madison C. 

Q: What’s a favorite memory 
from your time as a Redhawk? 
Academic or otherwise?

“The last high school soccer game I 
played.” - Roland

“My favorite memory from my time at 
PTHS would have to be spray painting 
the couch with the swim team. It’s 
a quintessential Port Townsend 
experience!” - Lilly Montgomery

“My favorite memory is just being 
a part of the high school, playing  
football and some baseball, keeping 
up with my grades, it’s been a Great 
Time  Here” - Bryan William Fenton

“Being with my friends at the lunch 
table that we sat at for 4 years of 
high school.” - Beau

“Going on the Visit History trip to 
Italy.” - Lou

“My favorite memory from high 
school was going on a band trip 
sophomore year to Long Beach, 
Washington. We went shopping in 
town, had a fire on the beach, and 
participated in a parade.” - Rachel 
Doan

“PE with Mr Stegner was always fun.” 
- Anonymous

“I have made great memories from 
the orchestra and the many trips we 
went on. Also creating a band with 
my friends and playing music was 
some of the most fun I’ve ever had.” 
- Keenan Chambers

“Cross Country.” - Nathan Cantrell

“Hanging out with my friends 
during lunch” - David Smith

“One good memory I have was 
meeting my best friend whilst in 
art. I was put with her to do a project 
because we both shared 2 art classes 
together. We then painted a table 
together and bonded over our 
work. I got an opportunity to have 
an awesome time making a baller 
table and express myself and have 
fun making something so creative!” 
- Madison C. 

Q: Any Final Thoughts?

“Do your best but don’t sacrifice your 
happiness.” - Roland

“I’d like to thank everyone at the 
high school for being a part of my 
life, it’s been a great time, being 
able to go to  school and doing stuff 
that I wasn’t able to do. Thank You 
Everyone.” - Bryan William Fenton

“Travel as much as possible and 
get into running start as soon as 
possible.” - Anonymous

“Thank you to Mrs. Clarke and Mr. 
Ferland for making my high school 
years so much fun! I will have 
cherished lifelong memories from 
my time in Band! Thank you to the 
high school staff for making me feel 
invited and welcomed even though 
I attended the OCEAN program, and 
then Running Start.” - Rachel Doan

“Mr Stegner is the best PE teacher 
I’ve ever had, and those freshman 
rats better give him the respect he 
deserves!” - Keenan Chambers

“Join Cross Country.” - Nathan 
Cantrell

▼Continued from page 7

Interviews, continued
Protestors blocked the Safeway Intersection for 8 minutes and 46 

seconds. Photo by Max Allworth-Miles 

Students Lead Protest
By Stella Jorgensen

On June 5th, approximately 
400 Port  Townsend and 
Chimacum residents gathered 
in support of the Black Lives 
Matter movement that has 
recently gained momentum 
following the police killing of 
George Floyd, as well as other 
countless known and unknown 
African Americans across the 
US. Marching from the Port 
Townsend Police Station on 
19th Street to the Safeway inter-
section, students led the crowd, 
with chants of  “No Justice, No 
Peace” and “George Floyd! Say 
His Name!” The demonstration 
occurred with the full support 
of the PTPD, and remained 
entirely peaceful. While the 
primary focus of the march was 
to support the demands of the 
nationwide Black Lives Matter 
Movement, many locals took 
the opportunity to highlight 
the police killing of Suquamish 
elder Stonchild Chiefstick in 
Poulsbo, and voice demands 
for reform within our local 
police departments. 

The protest was entirely 
organized and led by students 
of  PTHS.  Rosy Crecca, 
a freshman, spoke at the 
beginning of the march, 
reminding pro tes tors  to 
maintain social distance and 
wear masks to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19, as she 

dictated the route, voiced the 
aims of the event, and directed 
a kneeling moment of silence 
to honor the BIPOC who have 
lost their lives at the hands 
of police officers. Crecca 
commented afterward that 
she was overwhelmed by the 
turnout, and “proud of how the 
community showed up.”

 Once at the intersection, the 
protestors deviated slightly 
from original plans. After 
filling the corners and lining 
the streets,  several adult 
community members led 
the group into the middle of 
the intersection, completely 
stopping traffic. Protestors 
spent eight minutes and 46 
seconds lying face down, to 
honor the eight minutes and 46 
seconds spent by George Floyd 
under the knee of a police 
officer. After this time was 
up, protestors rose and peace-
fully returned to the corners 
of the intersection to continue 
the demonstration as traffic 
resumed. One instigator of this 
action noted that while protest 
is an invaluable first step, the 
work this community will need 
to start and continue doing is 
just beginning. The protest 
began wrapping up around 
6pm, with several resounding 
claps of thunder helping to 
close the event. 



The End of the World has been a quintessential gathering place for PTHS students, to watch the sunset and show some PT love. 
 Photo contributed by Roland Donnanberg-Platt

Congratulations Class of 2020
Go out, and Make Your Voices Heard

Friends pose with exchange student Bam Sanin before their 

homecoming football game.  

Photo contributed by Roland Donnanberg-Platt

Zachary Maynard and Donna Meade 
dressed up in their senior gear and 

colorful eye masks for this year’s Mardi 
Gras themed homecoming week. Photo 

contributed by Zachary Maynard

While their senior prom was cancelled, many attended the prom of 2019. Here Roland Donnanberg-Platt and Carter Swartout pose in the gazebo at Chetzemoka Park, prior to the prom and Carter’s foreign exchange to Germany! Photo Contributed by Roland 
Donnanberg-Platt 


